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Powhiri — Maori Welcome

In NZ when you enter a Marae or a school for the first time, visitors (manuhiri) are often
given a special Maori welcome called a powhiri. Each powhiri is different, but they are
very important. Respect your hosts (tangata-whenua) by keeping very quiet and following
the tradition (kawa).
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s++plegse understand that the way the Powhiri is performed will be different in each school.
Below is an example of what you may experience***

Before you begin. The visitors (manuhiri) wait at the gates of the marae / school unfil they
are invited to enter by the hosts (fangata whenua). Women are usually at the front and
men behind. Once inside the men are at the front, the women behind.

(1) Taki = Challenge — Before the visitors enter the marae / school, a warrior comes to meet
them. This is not common now. If you have one, listen to your teacher and NEVER turn your
back on a warrior.

(2) Karanga - Call - After the challenge a special call, like a song, is made by a woman
from the hosts. Now enter walking slowly. The hosts may perform an action song.

(3) Karakia - Prayer - When you stop walking into the marae / school and the song is
finished, you wait quietly and remember your family from the past. Sometimes a prayer is
said. You can now sit.

(4) Mihi - Speeches — Once you have sat down, the host leader will stand and speak. After
this the visitors must make a speech (usually the teacher / leader) Each speech is followed
by a song. Usually it is only men who can speak. (But women can sing).

(5) Waiata — Song - Each speech is followed by a song. Your school song may be the
easiest for you fo sing. You must stand up fo sing the song and sit down when you have
finished.

(6) Koha — Gift — After the songs, the leader, or a student gives a small gift to the hosts. It is
placed on the ground in front of the host leader. You then walk backwards fo your seaf.

(7) The Hongi - Formal Greeting - After the gift, the hosts will make aline. You go along the
line and touch foreheads and noses. You also shake hands. Sometimes a kiss on the cheek
replaces the hongi. Each marae / school is different. DON'T BE SHY. This is REAL Maori
culture! See the first picture above.

(8) Kai- Food - Sharing food and drink affer the Powhiri is a way for the groups fo relax
together and represents that you are now part of the school family. This may not happen
at all schools.
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Wiissiom 13 lHlonestays!

On the very first day in Paraparaumu, the students went straight to their homestays. What would

happen? Read more and find out about their experiences!
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Interaction with my host family

At first, | was worried about that I might not be able to communicate well with my host family, but thanks to the
friendly host family, I no longer felt anxious.

At meal times, I talked a lot with my host family. Even if I could not understand everything they said, they spoke
English slowly and easily. I was happy to introduce Japanese culture and my family. Also, they told me a lot about
New Zealand. In addition, I had a really fun time with my host sister, making Mt.Fuji with Origami I brought from
Japan.

I was happy that I was able to speak English actively during the 5 days of my homestay. I am very grateful to my
host family for welcoming me so warmly. Thanks to my host family, I learned the joy of speaking English. From

now on, I want to speak English actively by using my great experience during this homestay.
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My Kiwi family was a couple who had hosted international

students before. On the other hand, it was my first overseas
experience. So, despite the fact that I had been looking forward to it, I was also nervous
until I finally met them! It turned out, however, that they were very warm and friendly, and
I greatly appreciated their kindness through which I gained a lot of valuable experiences.
1 One night, for example, I was invited to a very nice dinner at the house of my host family’s
friend. They had three international students from China, Japan, and Thailand. We all
shared our views and feelings that we had gained from staying in New Zealand. It was such
a pleasant time!

One of my main purposes in my homestay was to improve my English. While staying in New Zealand, however, I
knew my English was not good enough, so I had to concentrate very hard on listening to people around me having
ordinary conversations. Because of my efforts to talk to people as often as I could, I now think this helped me a lot in
improving my English.

Another interesting observation I made was the differences between Japan and New Zealand in various things,
including the cityscape and food culture. While learning about New Zealand culture from my host family, I was able to
tell them about Japanese culture, such as chopsticks and Yosakoi dancing.

Thanks to my host family, I had a great time on this program.
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MEMORIES WITH MY HOST MOTHER

Mao Hosogi (Second grade)

Before I met Anita, who is my host mother, I was really nervous. After we got to her house, she took me for a drive
and showed me around Paraparaumu. She cooked chicken curry for dinner and it was so good. There was nothing to
worry about.

She provided me with a lot of wonderful experiences, like going to the beaches, her delicious cooking, and making
famous sweets of New Zealand together and so on. Also she was so friendly and she always treated me like family.

I was happy to spend time with her and I will never forget these memories! I hope to see her again someday.
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A Great Time with My Host Family
Kazusa Takahashi

My Kiwi host family was incredibly hospitable. Despite my brief 6-day stay, I learned a lot from them, and the
homestay became a truly unique experience for me.

One of my most impressive memories is when, on the very first day I arrived at their home, my host mother drove
me to the beach. While looking over the ocean, she explained about Kapiti Island, which is one of the New Zealand
most important nature reserves.

Another memorable event was that we walked up the hill to the top where we enjoyed a panoramic view of the
whole town of Paraparaumu. I also liked shopping at a local supermarket with my host family, and meeting a local artist
who is my host mother’s friend.

Cultural exchange during the homestay was particularly successful when I showed my host family how to make
origami. Such simple act of making paper cranes with origami together seemed to bring me and my host sister closer.
My host father always amused me with his jokes and taught me Kiwi English and Maori language.

Through the interaction with my Kiwi family in this homestay program, I realized that I had to become more
independent. Not only did my communication skills in English improve, but this homestay program also provided me

with a valuable opportunity to experience the New Zealand way of life and develop my sense of responsibility.

T Origami paper cranes

T Kapiti Island
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Cross-cultural Experiences through Outings with My Host Family

The most memorable part of my homestay was going out with my host family to various places after school. I especially
enjoyed driving to the beach and shopping at a supermarket with them.

When we went to the beach, we took a walk together and talked about how people in New Zealand spend their time at
the beach. At another time at the local supermarket, I asked my Kiwi family about New Zealand food items, and they kindly
explained to me about them. It was very interesting to see a lot of things I had never seen in Japan, and I also found out that
it was a good way to develop conversations with my host family. My Kiwi family also gave me food recommendations which
helped me later pick out souvenirs to bring back home with me.

While spending time together with my host family, I found myself picking up new
vocabulary through our conversations. I also
realized that it is important to take initiative in
communication by asking even simple

questions, which will lead to enhancing my

understanding of different cultures and values.

I would like to make the most out of this valuable experience in my future.
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The host family we met when we first arrived at Paraparaumu
College welcomed us warmly! It was a big family in many ways!
We were nervous when we first met them, but they welcomed us
with kind smiles and we immediately felt at ease with them. Our
host family taught us about daily life in New Zealand. It was a
great opportunity for me to improve my English. My host mother
is a history teacher at Paraparaumu College, and she interacts with
high school students on a daily basis, so she was able to
understand us and spoke English slowly and clearly. The host

father is a Japanese anime geek with interesting stories. They told

us that they would like to visit Japan someday. They both love to
eat, so the next time I see them, I would like to learn how to cook to treat them and show them around Japan.

And, finally, when I reach old age, I would like to live in New Zealand and be friends with them!
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Kind Eyes

Hinako Amino
Second year of high school

I can’t forget a lot of happiness I felt during this homestay. At first, I felt I could not behave as a member of the
Ferris family. So I tried to talk to the family as often as possible. Jackson and Ryan, my host brothers, explained to me
why their dolls were smiling, and Shaun, my host father, laughed at my joke. Michelle, my host mother, remembered
what I want to do in the future. These are the moments which made me so happy though they might seem to be just tiny
little things to others.

I realized that they cared for me so much, and I wanted to get along better and talk more with them. It didn’t matter
that our languages and cultures were different at all. When I was making a speech at the farewell party, Shaun was taking

a video of me. I felt that I was a member of the Ferris family at that time.

>Usual scenes in the morning

\/After the farewell party
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Every morning, the students spent some time studying English together at
Paraparaumu with ESL teachers, Shirley and John. It was a great way to say hi to
friends and study English in a NZ school environment.

We went to Paraparaumu College in New Zealand from 2T Chihiro Fukushima
August 21 to August 25. I would like to introduce an ESOL class
that was specially organized for us by local teachers.

This class was given for about 2 hours, and we learned about

New Zealand’s climate, geography and population. All classes

were conducted in English, and I was able to experience classes
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similar to those for local students. At first I struggled with the
speed of native English which I wasn’t used to, but after taking a
total of 3 classes in 5 days. I realized that not only my speaking

skills but also my listening skills had improved.
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Through this class, I was exposed to native English and was able to improve my listening skills.
When I didn't understand much or didn't understand the meaning of the words, my friends around
me helped me overcome it. Now that I know that my English skills are still not good, I want to put
more effort into my studies from now on.

I was able to experience not only ESOL class but many other things at Paraparaumu college

in five days. I would like to make use of these things in my future career.
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Our ESOL Class at Paraparaumu College

ESOL means English for Speakers of Other Languages. While we were visiting Paraparaumu College, our
ESOL teacher, Mrs. Sowry, gave English lessons just for Tosa students in the mornings.

First, we learned how to make everyday conversations smoothly in English. And then, not only did she teach
us New Zealand geography, culture, and currency, Mrs. Sowry also showed us how we could improve our homestay
experiences and some interesting features of their local supermarkets. I found it exciting to learn about the life in
New Zealand from a native Kiwi teacher! Although I had studied about the country and its culture prior to the tour,
the firsthand knowledge we gained in the lessons was a little different from and more impressive than the
information I had found online.

Furthermore, the closed ESOL lessons with Tosa students greatly helped us relax at college each day before
heading to the rather intense regular lessons with our buddies! At one time, Mrs. Sowry even prepared Hokey Pokey,
New Zealand popular ice cream for us! We ate a tub of Hokey Pokey in class! I got a strange feeling while eating
ice cream with the other students and teachers, which is something I couldn’t imagine doing in Japan!

All in all, our experience at Paraparaumu College was a good mixture of intensity and relaxation, which I

enjoyed the most in our ESOL lessons!
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Each Tosa student had a local ‘buddy’ at school. They went to the same classes, had
lunch together, and even hung out after school!

My New School Life in New Zealand
M2 BRIHRETE

My school life in New Zealand was very fantastic, stimulating and special for me.
I spend almost all my time at Paraparaumu College with my first friend, Liv. I took the same classes as her, like music
and history of Rome. I also ate the lunch which my host-mother made with her and some of her friends in the library
every day. They taught me a lot about New Zealand culture. For example, Pavlova, traditional sweets in New Zealand,
and Pohutukawa, New Zealand Christmas Tree. My friend Liv has some of the same interests as me like playing games
and watching anime. I promised her that we would play Splatoon and Minecraft together someday. She and I also had
the same favorite anime. It was Violet Evergarden, and I was surprised that she knew about it. Honestly, I didn’t believe
that hat anime has become popular all over the world, but she convinced me!

On the last day, she gave me some snacks and juice made in New Zealand. I was happy to get them and enjoyed
more New Zealand foods. My best memory with Liv is when I went home with her after school. Luckily, she and I
were going in the same direction home. I was so glad, it was as if we had become real close friends.

These photos below are a lunch box which my host-mother made and lunch time in the library with Liv.
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What New Zealand has taught me

w2 HIEEE

NRIRTULH Ly, 1HIZS avhH D ET,
IOFRTIE, BODFERRELERTE, VA
A RACEET, ERARLERIZ, 12—
BARB T, A X —r30 &%, 20 TR DR A FER
TR BITBEFEZRZD =22 L0 LTRD
L& L.

FLADNT 4 =17 NEVNIHDOFT LR, WLOBRIAMTARAT, BREAUF=2—V—=F FA
TT, AR —FBRLBITFES>TWBEZ LT, RAEROZ LT, BADHFERERZRIRL TWLHOT, 7
O NOKEL ST, KA T T ULz, T ABRBA LTS NERER, FEEAER=2—D—TF
Y FHETIEH Y ERAT L, A XY T D=7, FEHEOKE, TRABEANLS =2 -V =T
RTCEFNEo-FRE, KL REOHEDOF b0 NV—7TLliz, RCT@Ed LT ThDE

EEESTVTHEESTVE L, ZEET7uNZERICEDHRRES L EZIFREKEEB L AR
TEHTEE->TWELE, L L, KERLETHETLERXLBAALEECLE, 2L T, HETEINE
EEZATHDIABWE L, FIE, oz URBOLDFIEbRRFELTEFED 2EF B> TN LI
X F LI, FAIT/DNS VRN SEETFEHEICEH > TOVE T2, EAEM CTOAEINTZN TLEALN
BNZENELHYE LT, L, BEAREETIIRL COERBERIT DI LN TEE L, 7TrANARE
DEZELBELIEDIFZ-2T-D3BTLER, 23a=s—va YV — e LTERBEFELSIEPVNIC
KUIMWEZEDE Lz, £/, BOORBEIET 2 7-DIIXFERITRITNIER bRV EBANE LT,

What impressed me most during the trip is the diversity of New Zealand. My buddy, Aroha, is half Japanese and half
New Zealander, and her friends are from various countries such as South Africa, Italy, and so on. Each of them spoke
English in addition to their native languages. When they talked with their friends, they used English, of course, but
when they talked with their family, they usually used their native language, they said. Also some of them were
learning other languages as a third language. I was very surprised at that.
They used languages with different characters and grammar easily. For
me, it is very hard to learn English, but I found that I can communicate
with others even if my English is not perfect. During this trip, I realized
how important it is not only to read and write but also to interact with
local people when we learn English. I think English is the most
important tool to talk with foreigners. I really want to continue learning

English from now on.




Back to Basics
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To be honest, when I first went to Paraparaumu School, it was really hard
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to communicate with my New Zealand Buddy. Two days of unsuccessful
conversations with my buddy continued. Of course, my buddy is a

teenager, so she talks fast and uses a lot of slang. I knew I had to do

something to change this situation if I wanted to have a good time in New

mum. She was very kind to me ,“;‘ Zealand. My host mum gave me some good advice. She said, “You have

to tell your buddy to speak more slowly and clearly.”

during my homestay.
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The one comment reminded me again of the
need and importance of communicating my
intention and how much I can really
understand if I want to have a conversation.
I will remember what I gained from this
New Zealand training and will continue to

try hard to learn a lot of things!




My Precious Experience
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We spent four days at a local school, Paraparaumu College, with student buddies. The school building was so large
that we often got lost. The students and teachers were from many countries and that alone gave me a sense of diversity.

We joined the classes our buddies were taking together. My buddy is an eighth grader and we had classes such as
math and physics. I somehow could understand the classes, but the most difficult part was when I tried to communicate
with her.

I had to speak English and I was at a loss as to where to start and what to say. Above all, [ was worried about whether
my English would be understood by the other. However, when I gathered up the courage to speak to her, she answered
with a smile and spoke even more slowly. I felt safe with her and as the days went by, we gradually became closer. I
really enjoyed the time I spent with her.

I will never forget this wonderful experience.

FLO DT D 2 D7 iR

- Hit. NZ OFHEE, "SR5 A0 Ly PV T4HM, TNEONAT 4 —L—RIATBLE L,
FLONT ¢ —1FHFHF2EAETLERN, ETHRADIENSTETT,

LI ENBE L COWEEERL WA Y OB E2Z T L, T CIE -2 D H 2#HIE 72D T,
NI > TOE L, MARBNDLEEFTHIET, ThbhiRY DAY — FTHETOT, SBEDOREE
SEEE|\CHRMRET A Z LIIFERICEHE LW LT LT

FhTh, TZD %ﬁi%mfi_owoﬂuﬁﬁwtﬁjkﬁ% b7 ELE,

HH I E -7~ 4 B, —BEELICHEMEZB I LIZ0ENSAKR, AT 4 —& Tl &I, MEEIh
5. AEELMTELBVOMSNET, ETHEHLELL, B ETHENLELBEER LR, £
NTHLDLFoala=r—varER59bIC, BODEBEXEWI ENEFOTETIRALNDLL DI
RYE L, ZOBOBENES BELTVET, 2habbEhdZ LBl L TnEZNEBNET,

FLIZ - OFHE, BT CORBR T, MILLASGTIHFLIIa=r—va VERD Z LORES
PRBEC RIS ZRDTERLE Lz, ZhnbbEx R ALFEL THIENTT,




—a—U—F L RPHE LR—F T 4 L ORI
52 BRGRESE

NRF 4 L ORRFEC—BIRITTES>TNWD Z L, RV AT 4 L ORFEE, RIS EIPID TRIMNIAT S 72
DT, ZHIECRVEEESBEL LEECTHRERFRTIAE —HIUTH T2 LMD TEs7, ©H
AADETHDHN, RNT FER R ARTHRT 50 L, B TEDIETELFERT 5 DITE> T,

FLO /ST 4 DAFTE Luca 72072, HEIZEAFE LML T2 T, BHOARIOETF, BERARLEEZH
2770 EEOLBIOBERLHEZTH Dol FIDTAT 4 & —HICZ T RETRFOREL 1o, €2
TIHASEOIT, BEFCLRELE ST BE~OEM T T D, LVIHIFELOTVWERRLE 272, =
2—U—FV ROAEBIEFELART L, TQIRBEZ LD, TORETHLTIKRELZ LTI,
BN E L\, BADEREETHI LR TE e, BEORIINT 4 ENT 4 DIGELRDINTT
FrRAEN FTILNTEE, FIETHERER, ZTHE o7, E3%A T2 & Bo00 bHEEICERH
BT BHIENTE FROT A MPEHOBR I LR EICONTHMD 2 ENTE I FERIFAHICEL T,
EARDNLRNZ EREEZTEICHE X T, FKRTOS5 HRZHE LI LN TER,

HEETEE LTV T — B2 2 B IR, 12T cool EWVIFERER LS B L, Ao TWnnEn)
BHEOA A=V LPRDPoT=OT, ZOLSREVEbH L LMY, B, TORITEDHNT 4 LO=
HERRA R T 7 IV —LORFETHE 2N T,

LEZDAF 4 L ORFETIEL SADBEEFSERTE -, EFEOEVIT, MOmMY 5, FELF LT TR
{ma—U—F 2 ROSYLRHRRAENE, NF 4D LucaDZ &7 b X< Hh, KEICRNTZ,

HLWKENTEES, oz 5§ A ThHTNZIORELEAT 4 LD 5 BEIZENHEE TS
ETARBIZEVERRICRD LR D,

I spent wonderful five days with my buddy, Luca. She was
a very kind girl. The first class with her was calculus. In the
class, I was able to talk about Japanese music with classmates.
People in NewZealand were very kind and friendly, so I could
enjoy taking with them and relax.

I couldn’t talk a lot actively on the first day at school, but in
a few days, I was able to talk actively with Luca. I asked many
things. We enjoyed talking about our school, school life,

delicious food in our country and many other things.

I learned the difference between Japan and New Zealand,
and how to communicate with people. Also, I was able to be friends with Luca.

The five days in Paraparaumu will be a wonderful experience in my life.



Extra Thoughts from Honoka Asai.

I want to talk about my host family, too! My host family gave me a lot of great experiences. They took me to the
supermarket and beach near my house. Also, I played card games and crafting with my host-brothers. They are 6 and 7,
I was glad to have little brothers younger than me.

My best memory was making Pavlova with my host-mother. The process to make it was very simple, but it was

very sweet and yummy. This is a photo of the Pavlova.
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As well as school, there were plenty of other things to do! We visited Wellington, went Kiwi

spotting and visited a local small farm. We got to experience many different aspects of life in

New Zealand.

vy hBE (Kiwi)
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One night during my stay in Wellington I saw a kiwi, a bird endemic to
New Zealand. Locals told me that kiwis are shy and fearful, sensitive to
people's noises, and that it is difficult to see them up close. Even after waiting

40 minutes, they may not be able to see the kiwi. But I was lucky enough to

see the kiwis up close.

I will share some information about Kiwis. The kiwi is deeply loved by people because it is only found in New
Zealand and because of its lovable appearance, and has become one of New Zealand's icons. For example, New
Zealanders have a nickname, 'kiwi', and when they say 'kiwi food' they mean New Zealanders' food'. The kiwi's presence
in the country can also be seen on the $2 coin and in the many restaurant, shop and business names in the country that
use the word 'kiwi'. The name kiwi was given by the Maori because of the way the males sound. And the kiwifruit, New
Zealand's most iconic fruit, was given its name as a symbol of New Zealand because of its round, brown appearance
and resemblance to the bird, the kiwi. The kiwi is about the size of a chicken and around 50 cm long. Its wings have
completely degenerated and it cannot fly, but instead it has strong legs and can run as fast as an ostrich. They are
nocturnal and roam the forests at night, catching and eating insects with their long bill. They also feed on fruit. During
the day they spend their time in holes in trees. They do not have good eyesight, but they have nostrils that are more
pointed at the tip of their beak than other birds, and they have a good sense of smell.

Their biology is very unique, for example, kiwi eggs are huge, weighing up to a quarter of the mother bird's weight,
and the male keeps the eggs warm for two and a half months to incubate them. In English, the term 'kiwi husband' means
a New Zealander husband who handles the housework and child-rearing, which is also a reference to the fact that the
male kiwi diligently keeps the eggs warm.

Despite this widespread popularity, the kiwi population is unfortunately declining. ~As a flightless bird, its eggs
and parents are often preyed upon by foreign mammals, and it is now listed as an endangered species. Originally, New
Zealand was an island nation with no mammals other than bats and fur seals, so birds did not need to fly away from
foreign enemies, and many birds' feathers have degenerated. Some 10 million birds once lived in New Zealand under
the unique ecosystem of the New Zealand Islands. However, the number has plummeted to around 30,000 birds because
they are not very wary of humans, and because humans used kiwis as a food source and their chicks were easily eaten

by pigs, cats and other mammals introduced by humans.



In recent years, therefore, projects to breed kiwis and return them to the forest have been undertaken in many parts
of the country. Hunting has been banned and population surveys are conducted regularly. The New Zealand Nature
Conservancy is also committed to protecting the kiwi. It aims to manage populations of animals that are natural enemies

of the kiwi and to track kiwis on an individual basis. In addition, efforts are being made to increase genetic diversity.
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Wellington, a wonderful city rich in nature

w2 BRILBAER

Upon arriving in the city of Wellington, I found it to be such a wonderful place for sightseeing; its beautiful
waterfront and the mountain view create stunning landscapes. We took an amazing cable car ride to the hilltop to get a
panoramic view of Wellington and the bay. After that, we visited the Te Papa Museum to learn about the Maori, the
indigenous people of New Zealand, and their culture.

It was a rather busy day because, in the evening on the same day, we went out in a van to see kiwi birds at Nga
Manu Nature Reserve. The birds are the symbol of the country but not many people have actually seen them! We were
so lucky and able to see a pair of kiwi birds in the dark! They were so fluffy and cute!

On another day, we all visited a farm near the college after school. Although I really wanted to touch the sheep
there, they ran away as soon as I approached them. Instead, we were able to feed a lot of birds and enjoyed spending a
relaxing time outdoors. We hardly got tired of getting impressed with the beautiful surroundings abundnt in nature and

pretty streetscapes while we were staying in New Zealand!
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The day I visited the farm was a beautiful day and there were 3 dogs, about 8 sheep, goats, chickens, ducks
and 2 horses. I fed them and spent some time with them. It was my first experience to feel sheep's wool, and it
was so fluffy and soft. It was a lot of fun being with the animals so close in a very nice farm.
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The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa is one of the largest t

museums in New Zealand, where you can learn about the history of New
Zealand. It is located along the coast on Cable Street in Wellington. The six-
story building has various exhibits, a coffee shop and a souvenir shop
specializing in New Zealand culture and environment. I was particularly
impressed by the Maori exhibit and the specimen of the giant squid, the

world's largest squid.

I think I was extremely lucky to have had such invaluable experiences |
this summer in New Zealand. During the program, I always had something § (A ‘
new to learn, which [ am sure will be useful in my future when I go overseas
for business or to enjoy my holiday. I would like to make the best use of

things I have learned to grow as a person.
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Our last day was spent in Auckland, the biggest city! We did lots of shopping, went on a university

tour, and in the evening met some graduates who live in New Zealand.

The Lesson I learned in New Zealand
w2 TNHEERE
We visited the Auckland city on the final day of our New Zealand trip. While traveling on the bus, I found the view
from the window was really attractive. Walking up and down the hilly streets downtown, we enjoyed sightseeing,
including the Sky Tower, which is the tallest building in the Southern Hemisphere. We saw someone jumping off the
top of the tower for fun, but I was horrified just by walking on the glass floor 186 meters high above the streets! It was
really exciting to see the panoramic view of the entire city from above.
Also, we should not forget visiting the campus of the University of
Auckland. On the exact day we visited there, they were having the university
open day, and the campus was so busy with students! A student from Tahiti
was our guide, showing around the modern campus buildings.
The New Zealand tour taught me that it is important to speak English to
communicate with people from other countries. I really appreciate this
opportunity which helped me broaden my horizons. I’m sure this experience

will help me in many ways in the future.
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The university of Auckland campus tour and Auckland sightseeing

We did a homestay and attend school for 5 days in Paraparaumu. We had a great time with my host family and
buddy. At the end of the trip, we moved to Auckland for sightseeing. Auckland was also a good place!!

The local tour guide took us around the university campus. The tour guide was a university student. He was friendly
and very knowledgeable. The university is next to the Alberta Park, it’s nice to be surrounded by trees. I was impressed
by the university’s symbol “Clock Tower”. It was tall and so beautiful!!

This university is the biggest in New Zealand. There are many international students from all over the world. If I
have a chance to visit Auckland, I’d like to explore this University. There is a sky tower similar to the Tokyo Sky Tree.

The height of the tower 328m which is the tallest in the southern hemisphere. The observation deck has some glass

floors. The view of the ground from the glass floor was so scary. But e B B e ol bERER |
from the observation deck of sky tower, we can enjoy the wonderful

vView.

I had a great time in New Zealand. I definitely want to go to NZ

again!!



INAREDFEFE CHRAILZ &
2 FEIRER

ARID=2—Y =7 FHHE TREIL, TESROFELETHY | BIEAELZ LR b=a—Y—F K
TEDLLTWL/IMABIRIS A IWETFIATREORBHEEHEE L, BRI A HERER ZZEERIC,
TAV DL RKRFHEFZSI N, BEIT=2—P—T 2 FICBEREILA 2B < Rocket Lab TF—Ah U —F—
ZENTWET, BET I AL Irodori Branding FREtEE WS T I v F o v 7 atto7aT a—h—& L
T, =a—V—=JV NiZWiaR b RO TEI N TWET,

BIR X IEK 2 FOkb Y EICHESN DK
FILN T ERRD, 20 DB E T
FEETWo 7% 5 T, BRI AEMCH
THE L Z &13—8720WE 5 TTR, &0
BHOANGFELTNEZ Enae ERT,
FEFRIC LB RN D REFIEL TR L |
BENRA LR bhoTELE )T, k¥ I
BRI, FARITEATWTEHOBEREZIT D
HAHADZ L, KB bE-ESCHRE L, 72FI b\ \ 1
Xy TBRETRKEZLTCVWEZ) T, WEFIAE, BREALLOFBEZHICI=2—T—TF 2 FILE
FEN72Z 5T, BESHE IR TETgh e, FkEz ECHEMABORMERD 28134 Th R
ElELBoLro>TWELE,

BIRIAVTET, FREF LN COREREF L OEWVICOWVWTEHE L TINE L, SEIOMHE CFAZE D
FEREKLUE LD, 5 Co HESEE CIXFER T 5 RN SUELUNOBHER O, EL WA T 4 A A2
ElIfENVER A, ZNED BEBEDOOC (A—F N ala=f—vay) ORERETaAIa=r—Ts
CHEEODLZENETHRICELET, LN L FRTEIXEEZEF G L2 TEWDITTIEH Y ¥ A,
BRI VTN ORFETOMBEOEBANADONE DHEFEZBE LT, [HAEZICBWTHERDIEEDOREILE T
HRUIT, B RETE THHEIULD] LBo Lo TVE LT,

RNI VN CIEENT D bFEROMARE, aIa=r—Va VOB GEERED Z ENKE7EE 5 TT,
H AR A DWBREIESEECEINE A RHI s L1225 T, Bole o L ORNERSRLEI TN
£ HTY!

ASEIO=a2—Y =T FPHECTREIX, BRI T BN OEZLE LRI NG Z LT, BAHICLD
BOTCWDLEFEROTHZLNTES, BHOOFEBMEEZ b LIAT oD EFEERLE L, Fiz, BIREE
AbEBO Lo TWE LA, BESCERODEIRLZANEHE ) Z L THFESZ X HFNIENY | EEED =
R —va AT TR AHBIZLE THRETEE L, BEETHRE DL LVERE STV
T, ARHEICHONRE I TIWVE LT,




Meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Komatsu
Ryoji Okazaki

On the final day of our tour, in Auckland, we had a great chance to meet Tosa’s two graduates living and working
in New Zealand. Mr. Shoji Komatsu has been working for the company called Rocket Lab, which is focusing on
developing rockets and satellites. Mrs. Sakiko Komatsu is a producer of the consulting company called irodori Branding.
I was impressed to learn about how and why they reached where they were.

Mr. Komatsu has a unique and interesting trajectory in life. He was a member of Tosa soccer team, just like me!
After graduating from Tosa High, he entered the University of Utah in the U.S. Asked when he decided to enter a
university abroad, he said that, by the time he became a third-year student, he had made up his mind to do so, and had
started his preparation for it.

I could only imagine how difficult it would be to learn English to the highest level at which Mr. Komatsu is now.
We learned that he had to struggle in an early stage of his studies at the university, trying to catch whatever was discussed
around him. Even though he admitted that studying English in high school as a school subject was simply not enough
to live and study in the U.S., he emphasized the importance of acquiring good vocabulary and grammar which are both
absolutely necessary in academic writing. He told us that being good at communication in English was one thing, and
being recognized as a professional through producing high-quality papers is totally different and critical if you want to
develop your career internationally. It was rather interesting to know that one way of improving his colloquial
expressions is by reading his son’s picture books!

Another point Mr. Komatsu made to us is that, through meeting people who have different views and values from
us, we can expand our horizons. Our homestay program in New Zealand was indeed the greatest opportunity for me to

start thinking about my future career path, including studying at overseas university.

I would like to express my gratitude to everyone who has helped us in making this opportunity happen.




Final Thoughts

Tom Richardson

This summer, twenty students took hold of a great opportunity. Helped by their families, friends and
teachers, they jumped into a new adventure. They left the comfort of their Kochi lives behind, and took
a journey to a completely different land.

Nervous? Of course!
Confident? Not very!
Prepared? A little!
Perfect at English? Not at all!

But they all had a willingness to take a new challenge; to push themselves to use English, not as a
subject to study, but as a way of opening new doors, making new friends, and overcoming any obstacle
they would face!

As you have read in these essays, each student had a unique experience and each faced their own
difficulties, but I can honestly say that at the end of the tour, they had all changed for the better! They
were stronger, brighter, more able to communicate and of course much more positive about English and
the world beyond their lives in Japan.

It is too soon to know how this experience will affect their futures, but when I heard their final
speeches at the leaving party, when I saw the tears in the eyes of new friends and families, I realized
that...

Shunichiro, Kiwamu, Hinako, Aoi, Sayumi, Yumi, Chihiro, Akari, Misaki, Ayaka T, Yuka, Nanaka,

Kazusa, Ryoji, Honoka, Noriko, Masatoshi, Ayaka K, Mao and Ayana
..would never be the same again.

It was a privilege to see that transformation happen, and I really hope that study tours like this will
continue to be an important part of Tosa High School’s yearly program, benefitting students who are
ready to positively use English to change their lives.
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